is linked closely to the main ACRE initiative, with one of its last meetings being paired with the inaugural ACRE Thus, the primary goal of the ACRE SEA project has been to launch and establish ACRE SE Asia as an umbrella body to build both capabilities and capacities within SE Asian institutions, agencies and NMS to improve and extend historical instrumental, documentary and palaeo databases of SE Asian weather/climate (Williamson, 2016 (Williamson, , 2015 . ACRE SEA is, therefore, an integral part of wider ACRE initiative, the major international data rescue effort. These objectives have been achieved historians and archivists in order to explore the potential of currently unused historic records for climate research (Allan, et al, 2015; Williamson, et al., 2015) . 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Southeast Asian data uncovered during this project will be, where appropriate, assimilated into freely avail- region. This includes sources located in the region itself and data held externally either at European archives or by projects partners, e.g. Japan Agency for MarineEarth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC), JCDP, the China Meteorological Agency (CMA) and the new ACRE Australia focus (Ashcroft et al., 2016) . This has meant a process of uniting scattered data which in turn can be shared with original host countries-especially ex-colonial countries. As well as revealing gaps in knowledge and areas on which future research should be focused, the database has also revealed duplication, important in itself because this highlights the value of compiling such a database.
ACRE is the dominant initiative in climate data science as far as having a principal component that is both undertaking and facilitating the rescue of historical weather and climate data, and thus the major server of long surface weather data records to all reanalyzes. subscribe. This current deficiency leads to gaps where data does exist but is not allowed to be shared. ACRE is strongly placed to work with the international data/data rescue community on this issue.
More work needs also to be undertaken as direct and indirect consequences of this two-year project. Directly, it would be useful to consider, or to take part in, initiatives to encourage open data sharing regionally. Indirectly, the project has shown that a great deal of data does exist for the region that still needs to be collated. The project needs to be extended across Southeast Asia and, in particular, European archives and NMS repositories need to be mined for information. The project recommends an extension to Myanmar, Lao PDR, Cambodia, and the Philippines. A critical step forward would also be to seek funds for large recovery projects on new source data.
CONCLUSION
This two-year project has achieved the following objectives. To: The outcomes and outputs of this project will address the needs of decision-makers and users of climate services in the region and, globally. It will contribute to the ability of these less developed countries to develop and understand their own data recovery capacities, preserve an invaluable resource for the global climate user and research community, and add to the knowledge of a region that is particularly sensitive to climate risks now, and in the future. ACRE is currently investigating sources of funding to enable continuing this important project.
